The men go to shore and begin to explore. They need to

find a good spot to build their houses. They are also worried

about Native Americans. They choose a spot close to fresh

water and good soil for planting. It is also on a hill to help

protect them. By the time they are ready to build it is

winter. It takes the men a long time to clear the land and

build the houses. The women and children stay on the ship

during the winter. It is very cold and there is little food to

eat. Many of the Pilgrims

f the
become sick. About half of

Pilgrims die from sickness

or starvation. But in the

spring the Pilgrims

begin to feel hopeful.

was very crowded. The Pilgrims had to take everything with

them including clothes, food, livestock, weapons and tools.

Everyone lived together in one small space below deck.

There was no privacy, and it was very noisy. There wasn’t

much water for washing so people could not bathe. The ship

soon began to stink. When the weather was good people

could go above deck to get some fresh air. But soon the ship

runs into some terrible storms. Many people become sick. It

F0s impossible to keep dry and warm. A few Pilgrims also

died on the trip. Finally after

66 days at sea land was

spotted. The Mayflower

sails into what is now

Plymouth,

the Church of England. They were not allowed to go anyplace

else. The Pilgrims did not like this. They formed a group

called the Separatists because they separated from the

Church of England. They held secret meetings in their

homes. When the King found out he sent many of them to

they could
jail. So the Pilgrims decided too leave England so they

have religious freedom. Theyy

were led by a man named

William Bradford. They

sailed away from England on

September 16, 1620 and

began their voyage to a

new land.

One day a Native American named Squanto showed up. He
spoke English and was very helpful and kind. He showed the

called a wetu. Wetus were made of curved poles and

Thanksgiving today and how the Pilgrims celebrated. The

There are many differences between how we celebrate

Thanksgiving Past and
Present

table to give thanks but many of the Pilgrims sat on the
ground to eat. They also did not have any forks,

blessings and a chance to be with

family and friends.

nearby. By fall the corn and other crops were ready to

harvest. There was plenty of food for the Pilgrims to store

for the winter. They were very grateful to the Native

Americans for their help and decided to have a feast to say

ds and caught fish
thank you. The men hunted wild birds

and the women baked bread, cooked
d

round
vegetables and made corn cakes. Around

90 Native Americans came to the feast

and they brought wild turkey and deer
eer to share.

The feast lasted for three days and
d besides

eating everyone played games, had
shooting contests, danced and sang..

cooked the meals outside over a fire. They ate birds, turkey,

rabbit, squirrel, deer and seafood. They also grew different

fruits and vegetables and gathered nuts and berries from

the forest. Everyone had choress to do. The men
me
en and
d

boys hunted and fished and

made their own bows and arrows.
ws.

The women and girls cooked,

gathered food, made clothes and
nd

tended the crops. For fun children
ren

played games, ran races, danced,
d,

sang songs and told stories.
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were not a popular food. Today families gather around a

become friends with the other Native Americans that lived

bones, stones and shells found on the beach. Women
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potatoes because the Pilgrims did not plant any and they

the soil to help fertilize the seeds. He also helped them to

were made from deerskin. They wore jewelry made from

still a time to be thankful for all our

remains the same is that Thanksgiving is

just knives and spoons. But one thing that

no sugar. There were no mashed potatoes or sweet
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pumpkin pie or any other type of dessert because they had

is usually served for dessert, but the Pilgrims did not have

turkey but instead ate deer, wild birds and fish. Pumpkin pie

celebrations lasts for just one day. The Pilgrims did not have

Pilgrims how to plant corn. He taught them to put fish into

covered with grasses or tree bark. Most of their clothes

first Thanksgiving lasted for three days. Today our

PREVIEW

In the spring the Pilgrims cleared land to plant their crops.

tribe that helped the Pilgrims. A Wampanoag home was

The First Thanksgiving
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The Wampanoag was the name of the Native American

The Wampanoag Tribe
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Massachusetts.
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Mayflower Compact. This sets out the laws for their colony.

passengers on board. The journey was not easy. The ship

PREVIEW

Once they reach land the Pilgrim leaders write and sign the

When the Mayflower left England there were 102

Their New
w Home

of England told everyone that they had to go to his church,

The Mayflower
r Voyage

The Pilgrims lived in England. In the early 1600’s the king

The Pilgrims

1. What is the main idea of this text? ____________________

Re-read the text from The Pilgrims to answer the questions.
Find the evidence in the text to support your answers.

The Pilgrims

Name: ___________________________ Date: _______________

1. List two reasons why the journey was not easy.

Re-read the text from The Mayflower Voyage to answer the
questions. Find the evidence in the text to support your answers.

The Mayflower Voyage

Name: ___________________________ Date: _______________

_________________________________________________

Pilgrims did but go to the grocery store. Most families will

1. What did the Wampanoag make their wetu’s out of?

Re-read the text from The Wampanoag Tribe to answer the
questions. Find the evidence in the text to support your answers.

The Wampanoag Tribe

Name: ___________________________ Date: _______________
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The First Thanksgiving

1. How did Squanto help the Pilgrims? _____________________

Re-read the text from The First Thanksgiving to answer the
questions. Find the evidence in the text to support your answers.
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©Staying Cool in the Library

____
_______________________________________

_____________________________________

_________________________________________________
_____

_________________________________________________

NATIVE AMERICANS

____
_______________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

PILGRIMS

_____________________________________

4. What chores were the men and boys assigned?

4. Why did so many Pilgrims die during the first winter?
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3 Fill in the chart with the foods that the Pilgrims made for the
feast and the things the Native Americans brought.

rims
4 What else did the Native Americans and Pilgrims
do at the feast besides eat?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

5. What are some things the children did for fun?

_________________________________________________

3. What did the women and children do during the first winter?

3. What chores were the women and girls assigned?

2. Why do you think it was it important for the Pilgrims and Native
Americans to become friends?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

2. What did the Wampanoag make their clothing and jewelry out of?

• ___________________________________________

__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

• ___________________________________________

2. What two things were the Pilgrim men looking for when they
chose a spot to build their homes?

_________________________________________________
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Name: ___________________________ Date: _______________

_________
________________________________________

_________________________________________________

4. Why did so many Pilgrims become sick on the journey?

_________________________________________________

PREVIEW

1. Why did the Pilgrims write and sign the Mayflower Compact?

Re-read the text from Their New Home to answer the questions.
Find the evidence in the text to support your answers.

Their New Home

Name: ___________________________ Date: _______________
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________________________________________

5. What was the name of the man who led the Pilgrims
ms on their
the
voyage?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

p g
shopping.

4. What does the phrase religious freedom mean?

3. Why did the passengers have to stay below deck much of the
time?

_________________________________________________

day when many people will go out and start their Christmas

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

The day after Thanksgiving is called “Black Friday”. This is a

football, there are many football games played on this day.

watch the Macy’s parade on TV. It is also a popular day for

vegetables, cranberry sauce and pumpkin pie. Many people

have turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes and gravy,
3. Why were the Pilgrims also called the Separatists?

• ___________________________________________

2. Why did the Pilgrims leave England? ____________________

friends. People do not hunt and gather their food like the

2. Why did the Pilgrims have to take so many things with them?

• ___________________________________________

drive or fly long distances to be with their family and

_________________________________________________

PREVIEW

always on the fourth Thursday in November. Many people

different from the Pilgrims thanksgiving. The holiday is

We still celebrate Thanksgiving in America, but it is very

Thanksgiving Today

__________________________________________________

1. When does America celebrate Thanksgiving?

Re-read the text from Thanksgiving Today to answer the questions.
Find the evidence in the text to support your answers.

Thanksgiving Today

Name: ___________________________ Date: _______________

shore and begin to explore. They need to find a good

the rules for the new colony. Then the men go to

The Pilgrims wrote the Mayflower Compact that set

Their New Home

left England. The journey was not easy. The ship was
very crowded. The Pilgrims had to take everything

with them including clothes, food, animals and tools.

Everyone lived in one small space below the deck.

There was very little water to bathe with. The ship

soon began to stink. The ship runs into some terrible

storms. Many people become sick. A few Pilgrims also

king of England told everyone that they had to go to his

church, The Pilgrims did not like this. They held secret

meetings in their homes. When the King found out he

sent many of them to jail. So the Pilgrims decided to

leave England. They were led by a man named William

Bradford. They left England on September 16, 1620

and began their voyage to a new land.

The Wampanoag

Why did the Pilgrims leave England?
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Why was the Pilgrims journey on the Mayflower hard?

spotted.

died on the trip. Finally after 66 days at sea land was

©Staying Cool in the Library

homes called a wetu. Wetus were made of curved

American tribe that helped the Pilgrims. They lived in

The Wampanoag was the name of the Native

winter?

What happened to the Pilgrims during their first

the Pilgrims get sick and about half of them died.

It is very cold and there is little food to eat. Many of

women and children stay on the ship during the winter.

time to clear the land and build the houses. The

they are ready to build it is winter. It takes a long

fresh water and good soil for planting. By the time

spot to build their houses. They choose a spot close to

Chores women and girls did

Fill in the chart below.
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Chores men and boys did

food, made clothes and tended the crops.

and fished. The women and girls cooked, gathered

berries from the forest. The men and boys hunted

grew fruits and vegetables and found nuts and

turkey, rabbit, squirrel, deer and seafood. They also

cooked the meals outside over a fire. They ate birds,

their clothes were made from deerskin. Women

poles and covered with grasses or tree bark. Most of

PREVIEW

The Mayflower had 102 passengers when it

The Mayflower
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____________________________________________

The Pilgrims lived in England. In the early 1600’s the

The Pilgrims

•

__________________________________________________

____________________________________________

4. What are two ways people travel to be with each other on
Thanksgiving?

__________________________________________________

•
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____________________________________________

____________________________________________

3. What is the day after Thanksgiving called?

•

•

2. What are two things that many families do on Thanksgiving
besides eat?

__________________________________________________

3 What is one that that both the Pilgrims did and we do?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

2. Why do you think the Pilgrims did not sit at tables?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

PREVIEW

1. What were three foods that we eat today that the Pilgrims did
not eat?

Re-read the text from Thanksgiving Past and Present to answer
the questions. Find the evidence in the text to support your
answers.

Thanksgiving Past and Present

Name: ___________________________ Date: _______________

Thanksgiving Past and Present
The first Thanksgiving lasted for three days. Today we
celebrate for just one day. The Pilgrims did not have
turkey but deer, wild birds and fish. We eat pumpkin
pie but the Pilgrims did not have pumpkin pie or any
other type of dessert because they had no sugar.
Today families gather around a table to give thanks but
many of the Pilgrims sat on the ground to eat. They
also did not have any forks, just knives and spoons. But
one thing that is the same is that Thanksgiving is still a
time to be thankful for all our blessings and a chance
to be with family and friends.

November. Many people drive or fly to be with their

Thanksgiving is always on the fourth Thursday in

Thanksgiving Today

a wild bi rd

the name of the shi p
the Pil gri ms sailed on

a person who comes
from far away

Pilgrims

What are two things that many families do on
Thanksgiving besides eat?

Christmas shopping.

Mashed Potatoes
s

potatoes mashed with
milk and butter

Parade

a celebration of an
event or holiday
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Wampanoag home

a sauce put on potatoes
and meat

a l ong tri p
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Wetu

Gravy

Voyage

Nati ve American tribe
that helped the Pil gri ms

Wampanoag

fi rst groups of people
li ving in America

a food made from
cranberries

the place the Pil gri ms
landed

Native
Americans

Cranberry Sauce

Plymouth
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is a day when many people will go out and start their

The day after Thanksgiving is called “Black Friday”. This

there are many football games played on this day.

parade on TV. It is also a popular day for football,

sauce and pumpkin pie. Many people watch the Macy’s

mashed potatoes and gravy, vegetables, cranberry

family and friends. Most families eat turkey, stuffing,

PREVIEW

Turkey
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List three ways that our Thanksgiving is different
from the first Thanksgiving?

Mayflower
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contests, danced and sang.
Why did the Pilgrims want to say thank you to the
Native Americans?

besides eating everyone played games, had shooting

turkey and deer. The feast lasted for three days and

90 Native Americans came, and they brought wild

baked bread, cooked vegetables and made corn cakes.

men hunted wild birds and caught fish and the women

you to the Native Americans for helping them. The

the winter. They wanted to have a feast to say thank

There was plenty of food for the Pilgrims to store for

PREVIEW

and how to hunt. By fall crops were ready to harvest.

nt corn
r
showed up. He showed the Pilgrims how to plant

One day a kind Native American named Squanto

The First Thanksgiving

pie made from
pumpkin and spices

a wild bi rd

Dinner

the third meal of the
day

Cornucopia

a symbol of the harvest

Gravy

a sauce put on potatoes
and meat

Mashed Potatoes
to
oes

potatoes mashed with
milk and butter
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Turkey

Parade

Voyage

Voyage

Parade

Corn

Vegetables
©Staying Cool in the Library

Plymouth

Cabin
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Mashed Potatoes
to
oes

Gravy

Cranberry Sauce

PREVIEW

Mayflower

a group of people who
are related to each
other

a food made from
cranberries
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Family

Cranberry Sauce

Feast

Plymouth

Mayflower

PREVIEW

Pumpkin Pie

Turkey
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10. We have the day off from school.

9. Our families cook a lot of food.

8. We watch the Macy’s Parade on television.

7. We watch football games on television.

6. We spend the day after Thanksgiving shopping.

5. Our feast lasts for three days.

4. We give thanks for the blessings in our lives.

3. We hunt deer and wild birds for the feast.

2. We spend time with family and friends.

Now write about your picture. Use describing words.

I see these things:

I see these people:

I can taste:

I can feel:

I can smell:

Write down 1 opinion
you have

Write down 2 facts
you learned

It’s a Fact!

Use Your Senses

Now write about your picture. Use describing words.
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I am thank ful for these books:

Thankful for Books

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: ___________________

©Staying Cool in the Library

 What is the best way to catch a turkey?

 What does being thankful mean to you?

 If I could invite any person (famous, or
not) to Thanksgiving dinner I would choose…

Chose a writing prompt.
Write about it on the lines.

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: ___________________

I can taste:

I can feel:

I can smell:

I can hear:

I see these things:

I see these people:
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This is an ill ustration of book # _____________.

3.

2.

1.
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Think about what you learned about the Pilgrims and their journey.
y.
Imagine that you were a Pilgrim. What would you have seen as a
passenger on the Mayflower? Draw a picture below.

PREVIEW

Think about what you learned about the Pilgrims and their
first winter at Plymouth. Imagine that you were a Pilgrim.
What would you have seen? Draw a picture below.

Use Your Senses

Name: ___________________________________________

I can hear:

COLOR CODE
red = then
orange = now
brown = both

Name: ___________________________________________

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: ___________________

PREVIEW

1. We eat turkey and stuffing for dinner.

Directions: Read each sentence. Use
the color code to color the leaf in front
of each sentence.

Thanksgiving: Then and Now

Name: _______________________________ Date: _____________

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Directions: Write a word or phrase that starts with each letter of the
word thankful. Then draw a picture about what you are thankful for.

I am thankful for…

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: ___________________

CAUSES

L

U

F

K

N
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7. The Pilgrims had to take

meetings in their homes.

______ 8. The Pilgrims held secret

Mayflower.

many things with them on the

______

land.

______ 6. The Pilgrims cleared the

food to store for the winter.

______ 5. The Pilgrims had plenty of

help.

to the Native Americans for their

______ 4. The Pilgrims were grateful

eat during their first winter.

______ 3. There is very little food to

The Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade began in
1924. The first parade had zoo animals in it.
Balloons were used in the parade in 1927. The
first balloon was of Felix the Cat. Today there
are about 50 balloons in the parade. There are
also floats and marching bands.
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Thomas was a turkey with a problem. He did not
want to be eaten for dinner! He had to find a
place to hide before the hunters came out looking
for him. He can’t decide on the best place. Finally
a nice, old man lets him hide in his house. The two
quickly become friends and Thomas never has to
worry about hunters again.

Stores should not be open on Thanksgiving Day.
Thanksgiving is a time to be with your family it
is not a time to spend money. The people who
work in the stores do not want to work on this
day. Everyone should stay home with their
family and friends.
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H. Many Pilgrims went to jail.

G. Many Pilgrims die of starvation.

the Pilgrims how to grow crops.

F. The Native Americans taught

crowded.

E. The Mayflower was very

D. The Pilgrims left England.

Americans to a feast.

C. The Pilgrims invited the Native

B. Many Pilgrims went to jail.

______ 2. The Mayflower ran into

some terrible storms.

their journey.

PREVIEW

Write inform under the paragraph that was written to inform.

Write persuade under the paragraph that was written to persuade.

Write entertain under the paragraph that was written to entertain.

Directions: Read each paragraph.

Author’s Purpose

Name: ________________________________________ Date: _____________________
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H

Name: ____________________________________

the Pilgrims go to his church.

Name: ____________________________________

A

Pilgrims

A. Many Pilgrims became sick on

Wampanoag

T

Are

______ 1. The King of England made

L

(what I want to know)

W

(what I know)

K

Have

Can

EFFECTS

Match the cause to the effect by writing the letter for each effect
next to its matching cause.

Cause and Effect

Name: ________________________________________ Date: _____________________

(what I learned)
ed)

 What is one Thanksgiving food you can’t live
without.
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PREVIEW

 Would you have rather been a Pilgrim or a
Native American?

 If you were traveling on the Mayflower, what
is one item you would bring with you.

Chose a writing prompt.
Write about it on the lines.
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Name: __________________________________________ Date: ____________________

Directions: Cut apart the story event
sentences. Glue them in the order that
they happened.

Baking a Pumpkin Pie
1

Name: ____________________________________
Directions: Fill in the Venn Diagram to
compare how the first Thanksgiving is the
same and different from how we
celebrate Thanksgiving today.

Past and Present

2
3

First
Thanksgiving

PREVIEW

Turn on the oven. Set the temperature to
o

Once all the ingredients are mixed, pour into
a pie shell.

In a bowl mix the pumpkin mix, milk and eggs.

When the timer goes off take the pie out of
the oven.
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PREVIEW

Put the pie into the oven and set the timer.

Gather all the ingredients you will need.

Our
Thanksgiving
Both

4
5

6
7

8

Let the pie cool.

Cut a piece of the pie and enjoy!

Name: __________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Directions: Write the word that best completes each sentence.
Decide if the word is an adjective or adverb.
Color the acorn using the color code.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

©Staying Cool in the Library

Adjectives and adverbs
REMEMBER

An adjective describes a noun.

An adverb describes an action verb.

It was a ________________ cold winter.
terrible, terribly

The Pilgrims were ________________ waiting for the feast to begin.
eager, eagerly

The sun was ________________ in the sky
bright, brightly

________________ about half the Pilgrims died during their first winter.
sad, sadly

The Native Americans were ________________ and showed the Pilgrims how
kind, kindly
to grow crops.

COLOR CODE
adjectives: brown
adverbs: red

The Native Americans and Pilgrims had a ________________ time at the feast.
wonderful, wonderfully

The ________________ man ate three pieces of pumpkin pie.
greedy, greedily

Adam was ________________ for his family and friends.
grateful, gratefully

If we want to make it to grandma’s house we must move ________________.
quick, quickly

Dad ________________ placed the turkey on the table.
careful, carefully
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Name: __________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Thanksgiving Vocabulary Crossword
Across

2. A person who comes from far away
3. the place the Pilgrims landed
7. A long trip

8. All the food that is grown for the winter

10. A Native American who helped the Pilgrims
Down

1. A symbol of the harvest

4. Name of the Pilgrim's ship
5. Wampanoag home
6. A large meal

9. Native American tribe that helped the
Pilgrims

©Staying Cool in the Library

